
WEATHER PRESENTATIONS FOR PRACTICAL EXAMINATIONS 

By Leslie Henninger – President CPEA 

 

 

The examiners discussed things that we expect and would like to see when an 

applicant presents the weather for a practical test.  We are consistent in our view of 

what is required on tests and want to offer some suggestions here for how this 

should be handled. 

 
 

WEATHER BRIEFING –  Current weather is required.  Various internet weather 

products presented by an applicant are acceptable and often desirable in addition to 

DUAT.  Using a DUAT printout side by side graphics taken from that site or others, 

is a very effective way of showing the use of available products.  When DUAT alone 

is used, it is hard to prove you know the parameters of an Airmet, for example.  Use 

of a computer on site is acceptable and often most efficient.  A telephone briefing 

alone (primarily for privates only) might be acceptable but will prompt the DPE to 

present some sample weather products for quizzing.  Use of references, including 

FSS, are OK to decode weather.  All pilots should know, and will be asked multiple 

ways to get weather in flight.   

 

 

NOTAMS – CFIs and applicants are encouraged to routinely enter NOTAMS 

changes on charts.  Destination taxi charts with markings of closed runways would 

be valuable and show an interest in applying all information available for the flight.  

FDC    NOTAMS should be entered on the appropriate approach plate. 

 

 

TFRs – The applicant must verify the absence of TFRs for the flight in that day's 

briefing.  A final check before the flight by talking to a briefer is appropriate. 
 

FOREFLIGHT AND IPAD WEATHER  These cockpit and preflight resources 

are very useful in conjunction with other briefing resources.  Use of these is 

encouraged and can be demonstrated during the ground portion.  
 

 

GLASS COCKPIT RESOURCES & WEATHER – The applicant should know if 

the aircraft is equipped with weather access or not and if so, how to use it. 

 

 

Some examiners will accept plain language only weather products, mostly from 

private applicants.  All agreed that coded product samples would be used by the 

examiner for quizzing if plain language is presented. 


